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Announcing Portland Taiko’s 2002 Fall Performance
TaikoKinesis!

Also featuring a children’s matinee performance offaiko Tales

(Portland, OR) — Portland Taiko’s fall concert, TaikoKinesis! will take

place September 6 & 7, 2002 at 8:00 p.m. at the Nevark Theatre (PCPA,

1111 SW Broadway). Tickets ($16.50 - $24.00) areadlable at all FASTIXX
outlets or by calling 503-224-8499. Portland Taikavill also present a

children’s matinee performance ofTaiko Taleson Saturday, September 7 at
2:00 p.m. at the Newmark. Tickets for theTaiko Talesmatinee ($8.50 - $13.00)
are also available through FASTIXX.

Twirling drummers, leaping dancers, flyibgchi... all powered by the driving
beat of theaiko —witness Portland Taiko’s 2002 fall concefaikoKinesis! This
concert will feature PT’s full company of perforragthe group’s newest
compositions, and our full collection tiko, including the Shoji Odaiko and the
Okedo-daiko (the largest drum in the Northwest.atfdet across and 6 feet long!).

The title TaikoKinesis!refers to the movement of the performers, but &iso
Portland Taiko’s aspiration to move its audienaeudlgh rhythm, melody, and
drama. The concert will feature the premiersinhew works, including3X by
renowned choreographer and dancer Minh TRtk The Boata dynamic
community-based taiko and theater piece fundedhéWNiational Endowment for
the Arts and aimed at challenging racism targefisgn Americans; and two new
works commissioned by Portland Taiko’s supporteng honoringdregon’s
Japanese Americansand another exploring the palette of sounds affésethe
Shoji Odaiko andlarge Okedo-daika Portland Taiko will also perform several of
its favorite existing compositions, includifigikokinesis(the inspiration for the
concert title),Tatsumaki(“Whirlwind”), Salmon Ghost Song-rom The Village,
andDaichi o Kakeru Uma(“Horses Running on the Great Earth”).

TaikoKinesis!showcases Portland Taiko’s unique mix of thundexpoly, humor
and drama. The show will meld taiko performanctéhwamboo flute, violin, folk
song, dance, and spoken word, with an emphasishating, athletic movement
and dynamic drumming. The concert is the culmaratf the group’s annual
season and presents the leading edge of Portlakd’'§ areative work. Featuring



the full home company of 12 performers playingdgheup’s latest works on its full
contingent of taiko instruments, Portland TaikdakoKinesis!is not to be missed! The
public should not wait to buy tickets — PortlandKbé 2000 and 2001 fall concerts at
the Newmark Theatre both sold out prior to the dapening.

The Children’s Matinee: Taiko Tales

This special 55-minute matinee performance wiletakildren on a visual and auditory
journey through taiko performance and storytellimyawing from its experience of
performing over 300 shows for schoolchildren, Rord Taiko’'sTaiko Talesmatinee

will feature audience participation, laughter, audtand music. The show is perfect for
kids (and their parents) who like shorter perforoenand enjoy laughing and
participating. Please note that the matinee isargbtortened version of the evening
concert. Taiko Talesis a distinct performance designed especiallyckaidren.

About Portland Taiko

Established in 1994&0rtland Taiko is an award-winning Asian American drum
performance ensemble. Through artistic excellemgkinnovation in taiko, Portland
Taiko inspires audiences, affirms Asian Americadgrbuilds community, and educates
about heritage and culture. The only professiteib company in the Northwestern
United States, the ensemble is widely recognizeallaading group in the North
American taiko community. For thousands of yetirs,booming voice of the taiko, or
Japanese drum, has called the community togetreremony and celebration. Portland
Taiko echoes that tradition while taking Asian Aman music into unexplored territory
with its innovative and provocative creatiori®ortland Taiko is emerging as an
innovator in taiko music.- Bob Edwards, National Public Radio.

About the Guest Artist

Minh Tran has been working throughout the West Coast as@ecfgrapher, performer,
and educator for over a decade. Trained as a \iedsa opera performer at the National
School of Fine and Performing Arts in Saigon (Ha ®imh City),Vietnam, Minh later
received his MFA in Dance from the University of $tiangton. He is a recipient of
numerous regional grants, fellowships, and commnssin support of his work and is
currently a recipient of New York’s Dance TheateoNshop Suitcase Fund supported
by the Rockefeller Foundation to conduct reseafatances in mainland Southeast Asia.
Last year Minh traveled to Bali, Indonesia as péattis touring with the UCLA Center

for Intercultural Performance Program.

Group and special patron ticketsTtaikoKinesisare available directly through Portland
Taiko. Call 503-288-2456 for information aboutgkdickets. All other regular tickets
are available through FASTIXX. This concert is mambssible in part by the National
Endowment for the Arts, the McKenzie River Gathgritoundation, the Equity
Foundation, the Oregon Arts Commission, and theeRosTucker Charitable Trust.
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