PORTLAND

Asian American
Drum Performance

3230 NE Columbia Blvd
Portland, OR

97211

ph: (503) 288-2456

fax: (503) 288-2460

email:
info@portlandtaiko.org

FOR JHACEDIFTE RELEASE Toun Sslimara or Zeack Semko

JZZM/? 14, 2004 z'nﬁy @Jacrtfant/im’fo. org
www, portlandtaike. org

650} ) 288-2456

Taicophony hits Portland

(Portland, OR)

-qzéz'n us fq‘pr a raucous evening of‘ creative taike, me/w([y, fumer, and inncovation when gjortfmu[
Taike Joins ﬁrce& with the riveting UUzume Tuiko Ensemble ﬁom Poancowver, 5 G. Tor this
spring s eye-popping show, Porthand Taiko ( ﬂf?? and UWzume Tatko Ensemble will create a
virtual’ Taicophony o]p sound, r/t:}/t/fm, and movement at ﬂjortfanf (C‘ommuniif}/ (Co/ffzje—
Syhvania's ﬁrﬁmz’nj Frts Genter on Friday, April 16 and Saturday, April 17 at
7:30pm.

UWsume Taiko Ensemble fias Jong boen a friend andinspiration to T, Named for the goddess
of Jaughter, Foma no Czume no Mikoto, this innovative small ensemble is Ganada's first
fr(?fé.f.n'on al taiko
group. They have toured extensively throughout Ganada, the TU.'S., and Europe, and their
creative adventures have included taiko in collaboration with instruments as wide-ranging as
saxcphene, cello, Drazifian berimbau, threat singing, and bagpipe. The ensemble consists of
three core taiko drummers / percussionists whose work kas heen doscrifiod iy Michael Scott
(Vancouver Sun) as ... music you feel in the inveluntary flutter of your eyelids, in the
sympathetic rumble of your diaphragm. Jhisis music you foel, as one enthusiastic gpening night
patron putit, right down to your cofon.””

Loth evenings will foature a blend of cavefully selected pieces from each group, as well as the
world premier of collaborative works. Taicophony is part of Perthand Jaike s 10" anniversary
fiome season: On the Shoulders of Giants, which celebrates the giants upon whose shoulders T
stands - and whese work fas kelped I dovelop and grow inte one of the country 's feading

;%ﬂ'[m ;%merican arts oyaniztrﬁon&.

y;'c@ta" are le/l 7+ c/fa;:yew and are available at ﬁck‘em”iﬂn outlets:
503-224-8499 or I-Soo—yyz—yyxgc

About Portland Taiko

f&ta[ffz’&/t@f n 1994, gjc;rtfan:[ Jaiko is an awar(l:wz'nnz'nj ;zfz'an %merz’can drum Jae(ﬁvmance
ensemble. mfrouj/; artistic excellence and innovation in taike, ﬂrtfaﬂt[ Taiko inspires



audiences, ajﬁcz'rm.; ;Zn'an %merz'can f}‘il[é, builds communz'z:‘}/, and educates about our /tven'taye
and culture. The on/]



Jamfé&&z’ona/ taike company in the W;rt/fwestern United States, the ensemble is w‘z’Je{y recognized as a
/emﬁnj group in the W;rt/f %merz’am taiko communz'lf}/, with tours across the countir}/, awards ﬁom the
National Endowment for the Arts andt/e American Composers Forum, and« year-
round full-time professional artistic core. :ﬁurz’n its fﬂ&t Goast tour this January, 5%75 made its

o g 4

Kennedy Center debut » %&/fz’njton ﬂ tlfef‘ore a Jtanﬁnj—roommn[y crowd at the mzj'ffennz'um
3t{ge.

For thousands of years, the booming voice of the taiko, or Japanese drum, has
called the community together in ceremony and celebration. Portland Taiko
echoes that tradition while taking Asian American music into unexplored territory
with its innovative and provocative creations. Discography: Making Waves
(2000), Big Bang (2003). “‘Big Bang’ represents both an engineering and
musical triumph. This album delivers a wholly engaging mix of bone-rattling
drumming interspersed by Japanese singing and chanting and occasional
coloristic touches on two violins and flute.” — Norm Weinstein, The Beat.
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